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Fig 1 The decadal distribution of precipitation anamaly percentage in China
(afor 1974 - 1980, b for 1981 - 1990, c for 1991 - 2000 and d for 2001 - 2006)
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Tah 2 Representative stations for 11 precipitation areas in China
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PrecipitationVar mtion Character isticsand Arid ClimateD ivision n China

YANG Xuan, L I Dongliang

(Nanjing University of Infomation Science & Technology, Nanjing 210044, China)

Abstract: The percentage of precipitation anamalies and the drought grades (DG) were calculated by using the monthly mean precipi-
tation data for the period of 1974 - 2006 from 614 stations in China The climate regions are divided according o DG based on REOF,
and the tanporal evolution characteristicsof DG in each region were studied The reaults show that there isobvious interdecadal varia-
bility in annual precipitation in China, egecially in northwest China Since the 21st century, a shamply increasing rainfall trend gp-
peared in thewest of Xinjiang The first eleven otated loading vector fieldsof DG represent eleven principal precipitation anamaly are-
as, and each marked by a dryness/wetness trend of itsovn DG and the data at the representative stations show that annual tal pre-
cipitation has obviously decreased in northeast China, north China and Heteo area, but significantly increased in norttwest China in the
recent 50 years
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